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Robert Way to Serve as 
Interim Superintendent

On July 17th, I began my first day as the interim superintendent 
in the Mosinee School District. Thank you to the Mosinee 
School District community for being so welcoming to me as 
I transition to this new position. I feel very fortunate to work 
with the school board, administrators, teachers and staff who 
are committed to providing joyful, rich learning experiences 
for all of our students. 
This will be my 32nd year as an educator. In 1992, I began 
my career in education teaching science at Little Wolf High 
School and Middle School in Manawa, WI. In 1994, I continued 

my teaching career as a science teacher at Minocqua Joint District #1 in Minocqua 
WI, and in 2006, became the principal. In 2014, I was selected to be the director of 
curriculum, instruction and assessment at Lakeland Union High School in Minocqua 
where I also was appointed interim superintendent and superintendent. In 2021, I 
was hired as the director of instructional programs for the Mosinee School District.
Over the past 31 years I have learned that the key to unlocking the incredible potential 
of all learners is to cultivate curiosity. Teaching for authentic student engagement 
is incredibly difficult and rewarding work. We are very fortunate to have a highly 
educated, experienced and dedicated staff to provide excellence for all our students.
It is my belief that trust matters. The philosopher Annette Baier (1994) observed that 
we tend to notice trust as we notice air, only when it becomes scarce or polluted. 
These days, trust in our society does seem to have been damaged and is in scarce 
supply. Open communication that is both accurate and forthcoming builds trust. 
Building bridges with families is a key link in our work. Honesty and integrity are 
paramount to building trust. 
It is a privilege to serve as the interim superintendent of the Mosinee School District. I 
am looking forward to providing strong leadership, stability and vision as we continue 
to move the district forward. 
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MMS Construction 
Completed

The Mosinee School District is proud to 
announce the completion of the three phase 
project that was driven by the Strategic 
Plan Initiative. This project included the 
addition of a new middle school cafeteria, 
servery kitchen, and courtyard connected 
to the Creske Gym. The second phase 

produced a new special needs area and 
student services office space which is 
now located adjacent to the middle school 
main office to better serve students and 

parents. Phase three was completed this 
summer which returned four classrooms into 
functional educational spaces. This project 
was funded within normal budget limits 
attributable to the ability and foresight of 
our administrative team and our elected 
school board members. We look forward to 
a fantastic 2023-2024 school year!
Pictured above top: The completed middle school 
cafeteria, formerly a parking lot.
Pictured above bottom: A new mathematics classroom 
was created in the old special needs space.
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The Mosinee Link is published monthly to promote communication and cooperation between district residents and the schools.
Link Coordinator: Heather Bartnik
Editorial Board: Toni Bagby, Jenny Bruening, Kim Fandrey, Anna Kaiser, Dana Kamke, Ann Kedrowski, Mari Jo Nechuta, Robert Way
Reporters: Administrators, Staff, and Students
Address comments and inquires to: Superintendent of Schools, Mosinee School District, 146001 State Highway 153, Mosinee, WI  54455, 715-693-2530

MOSINEE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
  2 Superintendent Search Focus Group Zoom Meeting . . . . . . . . . 7:00pm
 9 PTO Meeting - Creske Library . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:30pm
 25 PTO Fundraiser Pick Up - HS Cafeteria . . . . .3:30pm-6:30pm
 26 EARLY RELEASE  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .12:40pm

MOSINEE MIDDLE SCHOOL
 2 Superintendent Search Focus Group Zoom Meeting . . . . . . . . . 7:00pm
 12 Early Intervention Parent-Teacher Conferences  . . .4:00pm-8:00pm
 18 Picture Retakes
 25 PTO Fundraiser Pick Up - HS Cafeteria . . . . .3:30pm-6:30pm
 26 EARLY RELEASE  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .12:49pm

MOSINEE HIGH SCHOOL
 2 Superintendent Search Focus Group Zoom Meeting . . . . . . . . . 7:00pm
 3 Cross Country - Meet (A - Auburndale)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4:15pm  
  Soccer - Northland Pines (H) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:00pm
 5 Girls Swim - Meet (A - Antigo) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:30pm 
  Soccer - Rhinelander (H)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:00pm 
  Volleyball - Marshfield (H) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:00pm 
 6 Football - Medford (A) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:00pm
 7 Cross Country - Invitational (A - Tomahawk) . . . . . . . . .10:00am 
  Volleyball - Conf. Tournament (A - Tomahawk) . . . . . .10:00am
 10 Volleyball - Northland Pines (A) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:00pm
 12 Parent-Teacher Conferences . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4:00pm-8:00pm 
  Girls Swim - Meet (A - Medford) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:30pm  
  Soccer - Medford (H) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:00pm 
  Volleyball - Marathon (A). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:00pm
 13 Football - Merrill (H) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:00pm
 14 Cross Country - GNC Meet (H) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .11:00am
 17 Soccer - Regionals (TBD) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .TBA 
  Volleyball - Regionals (TBD) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .TBA
 19 Volleyball - Regionals (TBD) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .TBA
 20 Girls Swim - GNC Meet (A - Antigo) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00pm 
  Football - Regionals (TBD) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:00pm
 21 Cross Country - Sectionals (A - Colby) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .TBA 
  Soccer - Regionals (TBD) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .TBA 
  Volleyball - Regionals (TBD) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .TBA
 26 EARLY RELEASE  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .12:49pm 
  Soccer - Sectionals (TBD) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .TBA 
  Volleyball - Sectionals (TBD) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .TBA
 27 Football - Regionals (TBD) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:00pm
 28 Cross Country - State Meet (A - Wis. Rapids) . . . . . . . . . . . . . .TBA 
  Soccer - Sectionals (TBD) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .TBA 
  Volleyball - Sectionals (TBD) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .TBA

For a complete list of activities and events, visit mosineeschools.org.

October
Calendar of Events

October 27    NO SCHOOL - District Inservice
CLASS BEGINS DAY TIME SESSIONS LOC.

Zumba 10-4 Wed 6:45-7:45 6 MES Gym

Ahlstrom Paper Mill Tour 10-5 Thurs 6:00-8:30 1 Ahlstrom

Putting the Garden to Bed 10-12 Thurs 6:00-7:30 1 Creske Library

Beginners Crochet 10-12 Thurs 6:00-8:00 1 Creske Library

iPhone Basics 10-18 Wed 6:00-8:00 1 Creske Library

Acrylic Painting 10-24 Tues 5:00-8:00 1 MHS Cafeteria

Strength Training for 50+ 10-24 Tues 4:30-5:30 6 Fitness Center

Strength Training for 50+ 10-26 Thurs 4:30-5:30 6 Fitness Center

Community Outreach Classes
To register, contact: Michelle Pozorski at mpozorski@mosineeschools.org

ASBESTOS NOTICE

 This notice is to inform the staff and students of the Mosinee School 
District that the Federal Environmental Protection Agency has amended 
the 1982 Asbestos Rule.
 The 1982 rule required school districts to conduct an inspection 
of school buildings for all friable (easily crumbled with hand pressure) 
asbestos-containing materials and, if present, notify employees and 
parents of their existence. This rule placed no continuing responsibilities 
on the districts.
 In 1987 the rule changed. Districts are now required to have their 
school buildings inspected by an accredited inspector for all friable and 
non-friable asbestos-containing building materials (ACBM), conduct 
reinspections, and develop a management plan for dealing with 
asbestos. 
 In 1988, the Mosinee School District contracted Twin City 
Testing Corporation of Wausau, Wisconsin, to inspect and develop a 
Management Plan for each building in the district. The Management 
Plan was submitted to the Wisconsin Department of Health and Social 
Services on October 12, 1988, as required by the new law.
 The Management Plan had a mandatory implementation date 
of July 9, 1989. After that date, all asbestos-related work had to be 
conducted according to the Management Plan, unless altered by a 

certified management planner. Periodic surveillances are conducted 
every six months to document the condition of asbestos-containing 
building materials.
 All asbestos-containing building materials will be maintained with 
an operations and maintenance program, unless conditions warrant 
other action. Anyone interested in additional information about the 
location of asbestos containing building materials may contact the 
principal of the respective building or the district office to view a copy 
of the Management Plan for all district buildings.

INDOOR ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 
MANAGEMENT PLAN

 This notice is to inform staff and students of the Mosinee School 
District that, as directed by the Wisconsin Department of Public 
Instruction, (2009 - Wisconsin Act 96) has adopted these standards.
 The Mosinee School District will continue to give annual written 
notice to all parent and employee organizations about the availability 
of the Management Plan and any scheduled abatement activities. 
 Steven Kaiser is the District Asbestos Coordinator and appointed 
IEC Coordinator for all district facilities and can be reached at  
715-693-2530 for all questions and concerns.

ANNUAL ASBESTOS NOTICE AND INDOOR ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY MANAGEMENT PLAN

Superintendent Search Update
The Mosinee School District  Board of Education has begun the process of selecting 
the next superintendent. The Board of Education will lead the selection process, with 
assistance from Hazard, Young, Attea & Associates. Updates on the search along with 
opportunities for community input can be found at mosineeschools.org – District – 
School Board – Superintendent Search. Each buildings’ Facebook page will also post 
updates. Rob Way will serve as the interim superintendent until June 30, 2024. The 
new superintendent will officially start on July 1, 2024.



Mosinee Board of 
Education Notes

At the September 19, 2023 regular Board of Education 
meeting, the Board approved the following:
• minutes from the regular Board of Education 

meeting on August 15, 2023, and the special Board 
of Education meetings on August 29, 2023 and 
September 7, 2023

• a review of Safe Return to In-Person & Continuity of 
Services Plan

• school improvement goals for the 2023-24 school 
year

• social worker hire, updated 10 year construction needs, 
football sound system and laptops/Chromebook 
purchases

• August’s monthly voucher list and treasurer’s report
The next Regular Board of Education meeting will be 
held Tuesday, October 24, 2023 at 6:00 pm at the 
District Educational Service Center. The public is invited 
to attend.
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Middle School 
Early Intervention 

Parent-Teacher Conferences
Thursday, October 12 • 4:00 pm - 8:00 pm

High School 
Parent-Teacher Conferences

Thursday, October 12 • 4:00 pm - 8:00 pm

Girls Track & Field Athletes
Earn Medals at State Meet

Mosinee Girls Track and Field competed 
in four events at the 2023 WIAA State 
Championship meet. Malina Carattini 
competed in the 100m hurdles. Britt 
Fitzgerald  and Taelyn Jirschele 
competed in the long jump, with Taelyn 
taking 3rd place with a jump of 17' 8.5". 
The 4x400m relay team which included 
Malina Carattini,  Katelyn Baars , 
Taelyn Jirschele, Britt Fitzgerald, 
Paige Hoen, and Alannah Wolfgram 
finished 2nd with a time of 3:58.75. 
The 4x200m relay team which included Malina Carattini, Katelyn Baars, 
Taelyn Jirschele, Britt Fitzgerald, Avery Ahles, and Bella Kyhos finished 
4th with a time of 1:44.53. 
Congratulations on a great season and thank you for your hard work and 
quality representation of Mosinee Athletics!
Pictured above (l to r): Britt Fitzgerald, Malina Carattini, Katelyn Baars, and Taelyn Jirschele proudly 
display their relay medals. 

Volunteer Spotlight:
Camp Counselors: Rainbow’s End & Timbertop

During the summer, several Mosinee High School students volunteered their 
time as camp counselors at two local summer camps:
Rainbow’s End Day Camp is a 
camp for children with special 
needs, ages 5-21, and is held 
at Samoset Council in Weston. 
Each counselor is paired with a 
camper and they spend the week 
enjoying fun activities together. 
This summer, they visited a water park and an interactive playground, made 
their own ice cream, cuddled animals at a petting zoo, and participated in 
kickball, archery, and arts and crafts. These counselors gave the campers the 
chance to participate in fun activities and make new friends, while gaining a 
better understanding of people with special needs.
Timbertop Camp for Youth with 
Learning Disabilities is located 
in Stevens Point and provides 
traditional camp activities along 
with group activities that focus 
on different learning disabilities. 
These camp counselors developed 
amazing leadership strategies while volunteering their time. 
A heartfelt thank you to all of these amazing young men and women, as well 
as to the community of Mosinee for raising such altruistic youth.
Pictured above top (l to r): Volunteers at Rainbow’s End were Haylie Kluz, Cassidy McMeeken, Jena 
Bartnik, and Abigail Kluz. Not Pictured: Olivia Schroeder, Maggie Woller
Pictured above bottom (l to r): Volunteers at Timbertop Camp were (Back row): Jace Pickett, Bruce 
Hintz III, Nicholas Reuter, (Front row): Emma Leach, Sienna Tiffany, and Camp Director/Mosinee 
Teacher Nancy Reuter.

Highlights from the September PTO meeting:
• Fall Fundraiser pick up is Wednesday, October 25 

from 3:30 pm - 6:30 pm in the MHS cafeteria.
• Staff can apply for mini-grants in October via the link 

that was emailed.
• The PTO donated school supplies for the 2023-24 

school year to the elementary and middle schools.
• Moving forward, the PTO wil l  be meeting in 

September, October and November in the fall, and 
March and April in the spring. Additional meetings 
may be added if needed.

The next PTO meeting is Monday, October 9, 2023 at 
5:30 pm in the Creske Library.

PTO Notes

FCCLA Members 
Earn Gold at Nationals

Mosinee FCCLA (Family, Community, and Career Leaders of America) had five 
students qualify for the 2023 FCCLA National Leadership Conference. 
In July, Jena Bartnik, Dustin Brooks, Macey Mielke, Eowyn Pince and 
Charlotte Sirny, along with their adviser Mrs. Susan Swinick, traveled to 
Denver, CO for one week where they experienced city life while attending 
leadership workshops and competing on the national level. The conference 
had more than 7,900 student members, advisers, and guests in attendance 
and was a great opportunity for networking with other youth leaders from 
across the country. 
Mosinee FCCLA members were incREDibly successful at the conference, each 
competing in a different STAR event. Jena, Dustin and Macey competed as a 
team in “Community Service Project” and earned a gold medal and placed 4th 
in the nation. Eowyn participated in “Fashion Construction” and earned a gold 
medal placing her 9th in the nation. Charlotte competed in “Job Interview” 
and earned a gold medal. 
When they weren’t busy at the conference, the group got to explore the 
Denver area. They went whitewater rafting on Clear Creek, visited Red Rocks 
Amphitheatre, hiked through 
Red Rocks Park, and rode the 
rides at Elitch Gardens Theme 
& Water Park. They also visited 
Meow Wolf, an interactive art 
museum, got breakfast at 
Voodoo Doughnut, and went 
shopping downtown. The 
students returned home with 
a renewed passion for the club 
and the motivation to prepare 
their projects for the upcoming year’s competitions. All five students are 
aiming to qualify for the 2024 FCCLA National Leadership Conference which 
will be held in Seattle, WA. 
This trip would not have been possible without the support of the Mosinee 
community.  The students and their adviser would like to thank the following  
businesses for their generous donations toward their fundraising efforts: 
Olson Tire and Auto Service, Inc., Walmart, Casa Mezcal, Gorksi’s, 
Jacque’s Main Attraction, Charlie’s Hardware, Mullin’s Cheese, Polito’s 
Pizza, McDonald’s, Krueger Floral & Gifts, Pampered Chef – Sue Bolf, 
and Truck Country.
Pictured above top (l to r): FCCLA National Leadership Conference gold medal winners were Eowyn 
Pince, Charlotte Sirny, Macey Mielke, Adviser Susan Swinick, Dustin Brooks and Jena Bartnik.
Pictured above bottom: The students had a blast whitewater rafting on Clear Creek in Colorado.

Mosinee Baseball Honors 
Former Coach with 

Memorial Scoreboard

In September, a new scoreboard was installed at the 
Mosinee baseball field in honor of Kevin Nikolai. Kevin 
played baseball for Mosinee and graduated from MHS 
in 2000. He continued with the program as a Varsity 
Assistant Coach during the early 2000s. In January 2023, 
Kevin was diagnosed with pancreatic cancer; he passed 
away in March. One of his last wishes was to donate all 
funds brought in by his passing to the Mosinee Baseball 
Program. Kevin’s friend, Mosinee Varsity Baseball Coach 
Adam Olson, honored his wishes and began securing 
sponsorships to help offset the cost of a memorial 
scoreboard. Nicolet National Bank, Four Seasons 
Heating & Air Conditioning Specialists, Beste 
Funeral Home, Crystal Training Institute, Chase 
Outdoors, and Newton Electric donated funds to 
Mosinee Legion Baseball who in turn gave the funds 
to the Mosinee School District for the purchase of the 
scoreboard. The donations from Kevin’s funeral along 
with funds from the Nikolai Family were used to pay 
for the I-beams and installation. The installation was 
also made possible thanks to the donated time and/or 
materials from Newton Electric, Van Ert Electric, 
Zach Newton, Terry Stepan, Jim Parfrey and 
Streveler Fab & Machine. Thank you to everyone 
who made this memorial possible.
Pictured above: The new scoreboard has been installed and will be 
dedicated at Mosinee’s first home game on April 11th.

Fill A Backpack Fill A Need
Eleven volunteers from the kitchen staff of the 
Mosinee Elementary, Middle, and High Schools filled 
190 backpacks with various school supplies donated 
by Marathon County’s Fill A Backpack, Fill A Need, 
USW Local 2-221, and Ahlstrom. On August 23, 145 
backpacks were distributed. The remaining backpacks 
were divided amongst the three schools to be given 
to  students as needs arise. If any student still needs a 
backpack or if their backpack breaks during the school 
year, they can contact any of the school offices or 
counselors to schedule a time to pick one up. Thank you 
to everyone who made this program possible.
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Mosinee School District Welcomes Five New Administrators

Stephanie Durrant  is the new human 
resources administrator for the Mosinee 
School District, replacing Karla Michanowicz 
who has retired from education. Before joining 
the district, Stephanie has spent the past 9 
years working in the Pittsville School District 
as the payroll/benefits and human resources 
coordinator, in the Auburndale School District 

as the district administrative assistant to the superintendent and 
school board of education, and in the Spencer School District as 
the director of business services. Stephanie is a member of the 
Wisconsin Association of School Board Officials, holds a School 
Business Manager 5008 DPI License, and has a Bachelor of Science 
degree in organizational leadership from UW-Stevens Point and a 
Master of Science in Education degree from UW-Whitewater in 
school business management.  Some of her personal interests include 
kayaking, biking, hiking, quilting, crocheting, and cardmaking.  She is 
also the president of Pittsville’s Community Development Authority. 
Stephanie and her husband, Chad, have four children, Karl (22), Helen 
(21), Ruth (19), and Sylvia (17). The family resides in the Pittsville 
area where they enjoy spending time together by a campfire, grilling 
out, taking walks, going to church, doing puzzles, or watching movies 
or Packer/Badger ball games with some popcorn.   

David Fisher is the new director of food 
service for the Mosinee School District. He 
is very excited and proud to join Chartwells 
K12, serving up happy and healthy meals for 
students and staff.  Originally from Rochester, 
NY, David earned a bachelor’s degree from 
Bradley University. He has 25 years of 
experience in the restaurant business, and 

served as the food service director for the Medford School District 
for the last 7 years.  David and his wife Melanie have 4 children and 
2 grandchildren. He loves spending time with his family, playing 
sports, and coaching youth soccer and basketball.

Trevor Leopold is the new activities director 
for the Mosinee School District. He replaces 
Kasey Smith who took over the activities 
position in the Kaukauna School District. 
Trevor graduated from Neenah High School 
and earned his bachelor’s and master’s degrees 
in physical education from UW-La Crosse. He 
brings 13 years experience as an activities 

director, and 18 years total in education. He spent the last 2 years in 
the Waupaca School District, and 8 years in Washington State before 
moving back to Wisconsin. He is a Registered Athletic Administrator 
through the NIAAA. Before beginning his administrative career, 

he was a physical education teacher and coach in Freeport, IL and 
Oostburg, WI. Over the last 30 years, Trevor has coached football, 
powerlifting, track and field, and softball. While the head softball 
coach at West Seattle, he was the Metro Coach of the Year in 2014 
and 2015 and led the team to the WIAA State Championships in 
2015 and 2016. Trevor enjoys the outdoors, spending time with 
family, and attending concerts and sporting events.

Tom McCarty is the new associate principal at Mosinee High 
School, replacing Scott Gremminger who took 
a position outside of the district. Tom spent 
the first year of his educational career in the 
Amherst School District as an alternative 
education teacher. He spent the following 
10 years as a classroom teacher and coach at 
Mosinee High School in both the social studies 
and alternative education departments. For 

the last four years, Tom has served as the middle and high school 
principal in the Edgar School District. Tom graduated with two 
bachelor’s degrees from Michigan State University and a master’s 
in education from Edgewood College. He holds a Lifetime Teaching 
License, along with a DPI Principal License, Director of Instruction 
License, and will complete his educational specialist degree this 
spring along with Superintendent Certification. Tom and his wife, 
Allison, have three children, Max (11), Clara (8), and Kyler (3), all of 
whom are in the Mosinee School District. As a family they love to 
spend time together at sporting events, local parks, and any other 
fun outdoor activity they can find.

Dr. John Sample is serving as the interim 
director of special education/pupil services 
for this school year. He replaces Stephanie 
Pittman who took another position outside of 
the district. Before joining the Mosinee School 
District, John taught as a special education 
teacher for 20 years, 5 of those as a program 
support teacher for the Wausau School 

District. He was the director of special education/pupil services for 
8 years in the Merrill School District followed by his role as Merrill’s 
superintendent for 6 years. John earned his bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees from Arizona State University and his doctorate degree 
from Edgewood College in Madison. He officially retired with the 
start of the 2022-23 school year prior to accepting this part-time 
role. Originally from Arizona, John and his wife Kim have enjoyed 
residing in Wisconsin for nearly 20 years. They celebrated 30 years 
of marital bliss on July 4, 2023. He enjoys cooking, hunting, fishing, 
kayaking, gardening, pontooning, riding ATVs, golfing, and spending 
time with their granddaughter. 

The Mosinee School District is pleased to introduce five new administrators this year: 
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Bus Safety Reminders
Bus safety is everyone’s responsibility – students, 
parents and community members all play a role.
• When the yellow bus lights are activated, SLOW 

DOWN; the bus will be making a stop within 100-300 
feet. Drivers must stop on the street or highway 20 
feet or more from any school bus that has stopped. 
Remember, students board/unload on both sides of 
the street. PLEASE, help keep our students safe.

• Students should be at their designated bus stop two 
minutes prior to the time they load the bus; this allows 
routes to stay on time and makes other traffic aware 
of upcoming stops. 

• Do not let students wear earbuds while boarding the 
bus; they may not hear the bus horn if there is danger 
while boarding. 

• Students need to watch the driver’s signals while 
boarding and exiting the bus. Students should move 
to and from their driveway quickly.

• Students must remain in their seats; it can be difficult 
to maintain balance if the bus must stop suddenly.

• All snacks should remain in the student’s backpack; 
this helps stop any potential choking hazards. 

• Parents should note any bus changes in the student’s 
planner; teachers and bus drivers can use this as a 
reference if there are any questions in the afternoon. 

• Transportation forms along with emergency contacts 
must be on file with the bus garage. Parents unsure 
of their form status can call: 715-814-1481, Ext: 2 or 
email: 34groupSB@golamers.com.

• Bus riding is a privilege and can be revoked if the rules 
are not followed. Bus riding rules are listed in student 
planners under “Transportation.”

Let’s all have a safe school year; your cooperation is 
appreciated!

MES Freedom Walk
On September 11th, Mosinee Elementary students 
held a Freedom Walk in 
honor of Patriot Day. Classes 
participated in activities 
to learn the meaning of 
freedom, read books, made 
American flags, and wrote 
letters to veterans. They also 
wore red, white, and blue to 
show their patriotism.
Pictured right: Mrs. Lindell’s third 
grade students walk in honor of 
Patriot Day.

Giulia Deiana is from Cagliari, Italy on the island of 
Sardinia, population 420,000. Summer temperatures in her 
home town can reach 104˚F, so she is excited for winter 
and the snow. She loves the student section at football 
games and having mascots, which they don’t have in Italy. 
She has noticed that Mosinee has tons of blonde-haired, 
blue or green-eyed people; most people in Italy have dark 

hair and eyes. She said one big difference is that the food in Italy is healthier, 
better, and all types of things can be put together to create masterpieces. She 
is sad that she will miss her 18th birthday party in February in Italy because 
it involves a formal party, elegant dresses, and fireworks.

Meet Penni Parmanne from Helsinki, Finland who became 
an exchange student because it is a family tradition. Her 
father was an exchange student in Minnesota, her aunt in 
Quebec, Canada, and her grandmother in California. She 
wants to play basketball for MHS, as well as be on the golf 
team this spring. Penni says everything in the US is bigger: 
the packaging, a gallon of milk, grocery stores, and houses. 

Also most food is either sweet or really salty with no middle ground. She finds 
people here more talkative and outgoing than those back home. She really 
misses the big city and public transportation and real Finnish milk chocolate.

Meet Lukas Neuwirt from Ostrava, Czech Republic, a city 
of 300,000 people. Lukas notes that everything here is 
bigger: roads, trees, and houses. He also finds school here 
really confusing since the students switch classes and not 
the teachers. He said it is hard to get from class to class 
at MHS in just 5 minutes. At his school in Czech Republic 
they had 15 minutes between classes and the school is 

four floors, but smaller. Lukas plays hockey and golf, and his favorite activity 
here is jet skiing/boating. He went to a Brewers game which was a lot of fun; 
baseball is not popular in the Czech Republic. Cheese curds and the homemade 
pancakes made by his host mom, Heather, are his favorite American foods.

From Bad Krozingen, Germany, Lena Kerviel has a French 
father and German mother, so she speaks fluent French and 
German. She plays soccer, the tuba, and acts in plays. She 
is part of the MHS swim team and wants to play basketball 
and soccer as well. She really misses the one classroom 
aspect of home because they have the same classmates 
from 5th through 10th grade. Lena is happy just being here 

and wants people to come up to her and ask questions – she loves talking 
about everything!

A future English teacher, Vivien Bartelt is here from Berlin, 
Germany. She loves her host brother and sister, Kaden and 
Kaeli Doll. She finds school at MHS to be very different. In 
Germany they do not have lockers, so students bring their 
backpacks to class. Also class is 90 minutes. Here students 
have a choice of what classes to take, but in Germany Vivien 
has no choice. She said American food is very fattening and 

covered with more cheese; however, she loves cheese so that is great! Vivien 
was a cheerleader at home and she would love to be a cheerleader here as well.  
When winter comes, she is excited to build a snowman and go ice skating.

Mosinee High School Hosts
Foreign Exchange Students



Mosinee Board of 
Education Notes

At the September 19, 2023 regular Board of Education 
meeting, the Board approved the following:
• minutes from the regular Board of Education 

meeting on August 15, 2023, and the special Board 
of Education meetings on August 29, 2023 and 
September 7, 2023

• a review of Safe Return to In-Person & Continuity of 
Services Plan

• school improvement goals for the 2023-24 school 
year

• social worker hire, updated 10 year construction needs, 
football sound system and laptops/Chromebook 
purchases

• August’s monthly voucher list and treasurer’s report
The next Regular Board of Education meeting will be 
held Tuesday, October 24, 2023 at 6:00 pm at the 
District Educational Service Center. The public is invited 
to attend.
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Middle School 
Early Intervention 

Parent-Teacher Conferences
Thursday, October 12 • 4:00 pm - 8:00 pm

High School 
Parent-Teacher Conferences

Thursday, October 12 • 4:00 pm - 8:00 pm

Girls Track & Field Athletes
Earn Medals at State Meet

Mosinee Girls Track and Field competed 
in four events at the 2023 WIAA State 
Championship meet. Malina Carattini 
competed in the 100m hurdles. Britt 
Fitzgerald  and Taelyn Jirschele 
competed in the long jump, with Taelyn 
taking 3rd place with a jump of 17' 8.5". 
The 4x400m relay team which included 
Malina Carattini,  Katelyn Baars , 
Taelyn Jirschele, Britt Fitzgerald, 
Paige Hoen, and Alannah Wolfgram 
finished 2nd with a time of 3:58.75. 
The 4x200m relay team which included Malina Carattini, Katelyn Baars, 
Taelyn Jirschele, Britt Fitzgerald, Avery Ahles, and Bella Kyhos finished 
4th with a time of 1:44.53. 
Congratulations on a great season and thank you for your hard work and 
quality representation of Mosinee Athletics!
Pictured above (l to r): Britt Fitzgerald, Malina Carattini, Katelyn Baars, and Taelyn Jirschele proudly 
display their relay medals. 

Volunteer Spotlight:
Camp Counselors: Rainbow’s End & Timbertop

During the summer, several Mosinee High School students volunteered their 
time as camp counselors at two local summer camps:
Rainbow’s End Day Camp is a 
camp for children with special 
needs, ages 5-21, and is held 
at Samoset Council in Weston. 
Each counselor is paired with a 
camper and they spend the week 
enjoying fun activities together. 
This summer, they visited a water park and an interactive playground, made 
their own ice cream, cuddled animals at a petting zoo, and participated in 
kickball, archery, and arts and crafts. These counselors gave the campers the 
chance to participate in fun activities and make new friends, while gaining a 
better understanding of people with special needs.
Timbertop Camp for Youth with 
Learning Disabilities is located 
in Stevens Point and provides 
traditional camp activities along 
with group activities that focus 
on different learning disabilities. 
These camp counselors developed 
amazing leadership strategies while volunteering their time. 
A heartfelt thank you to all of these amazing young men and women, as well 
as to the community of Mosinee for raising such altruistic youth.
Pictured above top (l to r): Volunteers at Rainbow’s End were Haylie Kluz, Cassidy McMeeken, Jena 
Bartnik, and Abigail Kluz. Not Pictured: Olivia Schroeder, Maggie Woller
Pictured above bottom (l to r): Volunteers at Timbertop Camp were (Back row): Jace Pickett, Bruce 
Hintz III, Nicholas Reuter, (Front row): Emma Leach, Sienna Tiffany, and Camp Director/Mosinee 
Teacher Nancy Reuter.

Highlights from the September PTO meeting:
• Fall Fundraiser pick up is Wednesday, October 25 

from 3:30 pm - 6:30 pm in the MHS cafeteria.
• Staff can apply for mini-grants in October via the link 

that was emailed.
• The PTO donated school supplies for the 2023-24 

school year to the elementary and middle schools.
• Moving forward, the PTO wil l  be meeting in 

September, October and November in the fall, and 
March and April in the spring. Additional meetings 
may be added if needed.

The next PTO meeting is Monday, October 9, 2023 at 
5:30 pm in the Creske Library.

PTO Notes

FCCLA Members 
Earn Gold at Nationals

Mosinee FCCLA (Family, Community, and Career Leaders of America) had five 
students qualify for the 2023 FCCLA National Leadership Conference. 
In July, Jena Bartnik, Dustin Brooks, Macey Mielke, Eowyn Pince and 
Charlotte Sirny, along with their adviser Mrs. Susan Swinick, traveled to 
Denver, CO for one week where they experienced city life while attending 
leadership workshops and competing on the national level. The conference 
had more than 7,900 student members, advisers, and guests in attendance 
and was a great opportunity for networking with other youth leaders from 
across the country. 
Mosinee FCCLA members were incREDibly successful at the conference, each 
competing in a different STAR event. Jena, Dustin and Macey competed as a 
team in “Community Service Project” and earned a gold medal and placed 4th 
in the nation. Eowyn participated in “Fashion Construction” and earned a gold 
medal placing her 9th in the nation. Charlotte competed in “Job Interview” 
and earned a gold medal. 
When they weren’t busy at the conference, the group got to explore the 
Denver area. They went whitewater rafting on Clear Creek, visited Red Rocks 
Amphitheatre, hiked through 
Red Rocks Park, and rode the 
rides at Elitch Gardens Theme 
& Water Park. They also visited 
Meow Wolf, an interactive art 
museum, got breakfast at 
Voodoo Doughnut, and went 
shopping downtown. The 
students returned home with 
a renewed passion for the club 
and the motivation to prepare 
their projects for the upcoming year’s competitions. All five students are 
aiming to qualify for the 2024 FCCLA National Leadership Conference which 
will be held in Seattle, WA. 
This trip would not have been possible without the support of the Mosinee 
community.  The students and their adviser would like to thank the following  
businesses for their generous donations toward their fundraising efforts: 
Olson Tire and Auto Service, Inc., Walmart, Casa Mezcal, Gorksi’s, 
Jacque’s Main Attraction, Charlie’s Hardware, Mullin’s Cheese, Polito’s 
Pizza, McDonald’s, Krueger Floral & Gifts, Pampered Chef – Sue Bolf, 
and Truck Country.
Pictured above top (l to r): FCCLA National Leadership Conference gold medal winners were Eowyn 
Pince, Charlotte Sirny, Macey Mielke, Adviser Susan Swinick, Dustin Brooks and Jena Bartnik.
Pictured above bottom: The students had a blast whitewater rafting on Clear Creek in Colorado.

Mosinee Baseball Honors 
Former Coach with 

Memorial Scoreboard

In September, a new scoreboard was installed at the 
Mosinee baseball field in honor of Kevin Nikolai. Kevin 
played baseball for Mosinee and graduated from MHS 
in 2000. He continued with the program as a Varsity 
Assistant Coach during the early 2000s. In January 2023, 
Kevin was diagnosed with pancreatic cancer; he passed 
away in March. One of his last wishes was to donate all 
funds brought in by his passing to the Mosinee Baseball 
Program. Kevin’s friend, Mosinee Varsity Baseball Coach 
Adam Olson, honored his wishes and began securing 
sponsorships to help offset the cost of a memorial 
scoreboard. Nicolet National Bank, Four Seasons 
Heating & Air Conditioning Specialists, Beste 
Funeral Home, Crystal Training Institute, Chase 
Outdoors, and Newton Electric donated funds to 
Mosinee Legion Baseball who in turn gave the funds 
to the Mosinee School District for the purchase of the 
scoreboard. The donations from Kevin’s funeral along 
with funds from the Nikolai Family were used to pay 
for the I-beams and installation. The installation was 
also made possible thanks to the donated time and/or 
materials from Newton Electric, Van Ert Electric, 
Zach Newton, Terry Stepan, Jim Parfrey and 
Streveler Fab & Machine. Thank you to everyone 
who made this memorial possible.
Pictured above: The new scoreboard has been installed and will be 
dedicated at Mosinee’s first home game on April 11th.

Fill A Backpack Fill A Need
Eleven volunteers from the kitchen staff of the 
Mosinee Elementary, Middle, and High Schools filled 
190 backpacks with various school supplies donated 
by Marathon County’s Fill A Backpack, Fill A Need, 
USW Local 2-221, and Ahlstrom. On August 23, 145 
backpacks were distributed. The remaining backpacks 
were divided amongst the three schools to be given 
to  students as needs arise. If any student still needs a 
backpack or if their backpack breaks during the school 
year, they can contact any of the school offices or 
counselors to schedule a time to pick one up. Thank you 
to everyone who made this program possible.
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Robert Way to Serve as 
Interim Superintendent

On July 17th, I began my first day as the interim superintendent 
in the Mosinee School District. Thank you to the Mosinee 
School District community for being so welcoming to me as 
I transition to this new position. I feel very fortunate to work 
with the school board, administrators, teachers and staff who 
are committed to providing joyful, rich learning experiences 
for all of our students. 
This will be my 32nd year as an educator. In 1992, I began 
my career in education teaching science at Little Wolf High 
School and Middle School in Manawa, WI. In 1994, I continued 

my teaching career as a science teacher at Minocqua Joint District #1 in Minocqua 
WI, and in 2006, became the principal. In 2014, I was selected to be the director of 
curriculum, instruction and assessment at Lakeland Union High School in Minocqua 
where I also was appointed interim superintendent and superintendent. In 2021, I 
was hired as the director of instructional programs for the Mosinee School District.
Over the past 31 years I have learned that the key to unlocking the incredible potential 
of all learners is to cultivate curiosity. Teaching for authentic student engagement 
is incredibly difficult and rewarding work. We are very fortunate to have a highly 
educated, experienced and dedicated staff to provide excellence for all our students.
It is my belief that trust matters. The philosopher Annette Baier (1994) observed that 
we tend to notice trust as we notice air, only when it becomes scarce or polluted. 
These days, trust in our society does seem to have been damaged and is in scarce 
supply. Open communication that is both accurate and forthcoming builds trust. 
Building bridges with families is a key link in our work. Honesty and integrity are 
paramount to building trust. 
It is a privilege to serve as the interim superintendent of the Mosinee School District. I 
am looking forward to providing strong leadership, stability and vision as we continue 
to move the district forward. 

Mosinee School District
146001 State Highway 153
Mosinee, Wisconsin  54455
www.mosineeschools.org

The Mosinee School District shall not discriminate on the basis of sex, race, color, national origin, ancestry, creed, religion, pregnancy, marital or parental status, sexual orientation, handicap or physical, mental, emotional or 
learning disability or any other characteristic protected by state or federal law in the educational programs or activities which it operates or in employment practices. All inquiries or complaints regarding discrimination under Title II, 
Title IX, Section 504 or other state or federal law shall be directed to Stephanie Durrant, Director of Human Resources, Mosinee School District, 146001 State Highway 153, Mosinee, WI  54455 at 715-693-2530.
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Robert Way 
Interim Superintendent of Schools

MMS Construction 
Completed

The Mosinee School District is proud to 
announce the completion of the three phase 
project that was driven by the Strategic 
Plan Initiative. This project included the 
addition of a new middle school cafeteria, 
servery kitchen, and courtyard connected 
to the Creske Gym. The second phase 

produced a new special needs area and 
student services office space which is 
now located adjacent to the middle school 
main office to better serve students and 

parents. Phase three was completed this 
summer which returned four classrooms into 
functional educational spaces. This project 
was funded within normal budget limits 
attributable to the ability and foresight of 
our administrative team and our elected 
school board members. We look forward to 
a fantastic 2023-2024 school year!
Pictured above top: The completed middle school 
cafeteria, formerly a parking lot.
Pictured above bottom: A new mathematics classroom 
was created in the old special needs space.
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MOSINEE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
  2 Superintendent Search Focus Group Zoom Meeting . . . . . . . . . 7:00pm
 9 PTO Meeting - Creske Library . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:30pm
 25 PTO Fundraiser Pick Up - HS Cafeteria . . . . .3:30pm-6:30pm
 26 EARLY RELEASE  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .12:40pm

MOSINEE MIDDLE SCHOOL
 2 Superintendent Search Focus Group Zoom Meeting . . . . . . . . . 7:00pm
 12 Early Intervention Parent-Teacher Conferences  . . .4:00pm-8:00pm
 18 Picture Retakes
 25 PTO Fundraiser Pick Up - HS Cafeteria . . . . .3:30pm-6:30pm
 26 EARLY RELEASE  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .12:49pm

MOSINEE HIGH SCHOOL
 2 Superintendent Search Focus Group Zoom Meeting . . . . . . . . . 7:00pm
 3 Cross Country - Meet (A - Auburndale)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4:15pm  
  Soccer - Northland Pines (H) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:00pm
 5 Girls Swim - Meet (A - Antigo) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:30pm 
  Soccer - Rhinelander (H)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:00pm 
  Volleyball - Marshfield (H) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:00pm 
 6 Football - Medford (A) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:00pm
 7 Cross Country - Invitational (A - Tomahawk) . . . . . . . . .10:00am 
  Volleyball - Conf. Tournament (A - Tomahawk) . . . . . .10:00am
 10 Volleyball - Northland Pines (A) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:00pm
 12 Parent-Teacher Conferences . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4:00pm-8:00pm 
  Girls Swim - Meet (A - Medford) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:30pm  
  Soccer - Medford (H) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:00pm 
  Volleyball - Marathon (A). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:00pm
 13 Football - Merrill (H) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:00pm
 14 Cross Country - GNC Meet (H) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .11:00am
 17 Soccer - Regionals (TBD) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .TBA 
  Volleyball - Regionals (TBD) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .TBA
 19 Volleyball - Regionals (TBD) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .TBA
 20 Girls Swim - GNC Meet (A - Antigo) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00pm 
  Football - Regionals (TBD) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:00pm
 21 Cross Country - Sectionals (A - Colby) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .TBA 
  Soccer - Regionals (TBD) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .TBA 
  Volleyball - Regionals (TBD) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .TBA
 26 EARLY RELEASE  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .12:49pm 
  Soccer - Sectionals (TBD) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .TBA 
  Volleyball - Sectionals (TBD) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .TBA
 27 Football - Regionals (TBD) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:00pm
 28 Cross Country - State Meet (A - Wis. Rapids) . . . . . . . . . . . . . .TBA 
  Soccer - Sectionals (TBD) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .TBA 
  Volleyball - Sectionals (TBD) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .TBA

For a complete list of activities and events, visit mosineeschools.org.

October
Calendar of Events

October 27    NO SCHOOL - District Inservice
CLASS BEGINS DAY TIME SESSIONS LOC.

Zumba 10-4 Wed 6:45-7:45 6 MES Gym

Ahlstrom Paper Mill Tour 10-5 Thurs 6:00-8:30 1 Ahlstrom

Putting the Garden to Bed 10-12 Thurs 6:00-7:30 1 Creske Library

Beginners Crochet 10-12 Thurs 6:00-8:00 1 Creske Library

iPhone Basics 10-18 Wed 6:00-8:00 1 Creske Library

Acrylic Painting 10-24 Tues 5:00-8:00 1 MHS Cafeteria

Strength Training for 50+ 10-24 Tues 4:30-5:30 6 Fitness Center

Strength Training for 50+ 10-26 Thurs 4:30-5:30 6 Fitness Center

Community Outreach Classes
To register, contact: Michelle Pozorski at mpozorski@mosineeschools.org

ASBESTOS NOTICE

 This notice is to inform the staff and students of the Mosinee School 
District that the Federal Environmental Protection Agency has amended 
the 1982 Asbestos Rule.
 The 1982 rule required school districts to conduct an inspection 
of school buildings for all friable (easily crumbled with hand pressure) 
asbestos-containing materials and, if present, notify employees and 
parents of their existence. This rule placed no continuing responsibilities 
on the districts.
 In 1987 the rule changed. Districts are now required to have their 
school buildings inspected by an accredited inspector for all friable and 
non-friable asbestos-containing building materials (ACBM), conduct 
reinspections, and develop a management plan for dealing with 
asbestos. 
 In 1988, the Mosinee School District contracted Twin City 
Testing Corporation of Wausau, Wisconsin, to inspect and develop a 
Management Plan for each building in the district. The Management 
Plan was submitted to the Wisconsin Department of Health and Social 
Services on October 12, 1988, as required by the new law.
 The Management Plan had a mandatory implementation date 
of July 9, 1989. After that date, all asbestos-related work had to be 
conducted according to the Management Plan, unless altered by a 

certified management planner. Periodic surveillances are conducted 
every six months to document the condition of asbestos-containing 
building materials.
 All asbestos-containing building materials will be maintained with 
an operations and maintenance program, unless conditions warrant 
other action. Anyone interested in additional information about the 
location of asbestos containing building materials may contact the 
principal of the respective building or the district office to view a copy 
of the Management Plan for all district buildings.

INDOOR ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 
MANAGEMENT PLAN

 This notice is to inform staff and students of the Mosinee School 
District that, as directed by the Wisconsin Department of Public 
Instruction, (2009 - Wisconsin Act 96) has adopted these standards.
 The Mosinee School District will continue to give annual written 
notice to all parent and employee organizations about the availability 
of the Management Plan and any scheduled abatement activities. 
 Steven Kaiser is the District Asbestos Coordinator and appointed 
IEC Coordinator for all district facilities and can be reached at  
715-693-2530 for all questions and concerns.

ANNUAL ASBESTOS NOTICE AND INDOOR ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY MANAGEMENT PLAN

Superintendent Search Update
The Mosinee School District  Board of Education has begun the process of selecting 
the next superintendent. The Board of Education will lead the selection process, with 
assistance from Hazard, Young, Attea & Associates. Updates on the search along with 
opportunities for community input can be found at mosineeschools.org – District – 
School Board – Superintendent Search. Each buildings’ Facebook page will also post 
updates. Rob Way will serve as the interim superintendent until June 30, 2024. The 
new superintendent will officially start on July 1, 2024.


